GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

16th June 2011

Present

*Cllr T de Galleani – Chairman





*Cllr P F Allen (Town Mayor)

#Cllr L M Barnes





*Cllr D J Cawley (Deputy Mayor)





#Cllr R E Chilcott





*Cllr D Gent





*Cllr D C Morris

*Cllr P W Reach





*Denotes attendance





#Denotes apology for absence

           Observers:
  Cllr R M Lyon



  

1.       ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN. 

It was agreed that the election of a Vice-Chairman would be deferred to the next meeting. 

2.       DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

There were none.

3.
REQUEST FROM MARKT GOLDBACH RE TRIPLE TWINNING.

A letter from the Mayor of Markt Goldbach requesting a triple twinning between Dartmouth, Markt Goldbach and Courselles-sur-mer had been circulated to members.

Proposed:
Cllr D J Cawley

Seconded:
Cllr P F Allen

Recommended:
That the Town Council support the triple twinning in principle and progress this matter forward.

4.
QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE – 2ND JUNE 2012.

Members discussed the format of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012 in Dartmouth.


Proposed:
Cllr P W Reach


Seconded:
Cllr P F Allen

Recommended:
That the Town Council write to the surrounding parishes and local organisations for their ideas in order to co-ordinate a civic event to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

5.       DARTMOUTH MASSACHUSETTS U.S.A.

 – 350TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2014.

An email detailing the 350th Anniversary of the incorporation of Dartmouth, Massachusetts had been circulated to members.

Members were in favour of establishing a link with Dartmouth, Massachusetts and a reply would be sent. It was also agreed for this to be referred to the Community Forum.

6.       SIR FRANCIS DRAKE MONUMENT.

An email from Mr Bernard Aspden of Torquay had been circulated to members proposing a 66ft tall monument to Sir Francis Drake at the mouth of the River Dart.

Proposed:
Cllr P F Allen

Seconded:
Cllr D J Cawley

Recommended:
That the request be rejected particularly given that the proposed location would be in an AONB .

7.
COMMUNITY FORUM.


Members discussed the membership and remit of the Community Forum.

The Mayor had already met with several of the groups involved and had noted their concerns that the Forum might become too big and not achieve its aims.  Members felt that it was important to limit the membership of the core group to a maximum of 8, with sub-groups for the Economy, the Environment and the Community.  

Cllr Reach agreed to write a paper on how the Community Forum could be progressed including its structure and objectives. It was noted that Cllr Chilcott had expressed an interest in joining the Community Forum.

8.
FAIR-TRADE/BUY LOCAL.

Members were reminded that the Council had sometime ago agreed to become a Fair-trade community and a Fair-trade/Buy Local Committee had been formed.   A Dartmouth quality kite mark was proposed as part of this scheme. It was agreed that Cllr Gent would contact the Chamber of Trade to recommence discussions.  

9.
NEWCOMEN 300 CELEBRATIONS.

Cllr Gent briefed members on the activities planned for the Newcomen Engine 300th Anniversary.  There would be a media launch on 7th May 2012  and celebrations would take place in the week commencing 9th July 2012. 

The Newcomen group were aware of the need to raise funds for the project and would be approaching the Town Council shortly for assistance. 

10.
TRAFFIC AND PARKING.

The Chairman felt it would be helpful if the subject matter was broken down into 3 areas:

· Did the Town Council support the proposal for an underground car park at Coronation Park?

· The Pay and Display scheme – due to be discussed again in September.

· The need to form a group to look at Traffic and Parking in Dartmouth.

Proposed:
Cllr D C Morris

Seconded:
Cllr D M Gent

Recommended:
That the Town Council supports the provision of an underground car park at Coronation Park in principle.

A written question would be sent to Cllr Bastone detailing the Committee’s support for the underground car park and seeking an update on the current position.

With regard to the County Council’s proposal to introduce Pay and Display, delayed at present, members still felt that it would be inappropriate to discuss this whilst the rebuilding work was still taking place, following the fire.  The Chamber of Trade and the TIC would be approached to provide figures to support the Town Council’s concerns regarding  loss of parking, visitor numbers and the effect on businesses.

Several issues concerning traffic flow in the town were discussed.

Proposed:
Cllr T de Galleani

Seconded:
Cllr D J Cawley

Recommended:
That in light of the adverse effects the fire has had on the Town and in order to alleviate the problems of excess traffic going round the Boatfloat, the County Council be asked to relocate the current drop off/pick bays for coaches to a point on the North Embankment.

Members were disappointed with the lack of progress regarding the rebuilding and it was agreed that letters would be sent to the District and County Councillors seeking their assistance to encourage a more co-ordinated approach to be adopted by the Contractors involving vehicles, equipment and restrictions at the fire site.

It was agreed the Chamber of Trade, TIC, DHNA, Mr Adrian Dewhurst and Ms Helen Wadsworth would all be asked to join a Traffic and Parking Forum to consist of Cllrs Galleani, Morris and Lyon, which would report to General Purposes Committee with a brief (to be drawn up by Cllr Morris).

· Consider traffic and parking from the point of view of residents, businesses and visitors.

· Rationalise past traffic and parking plans 

· Look at any new ideas and information
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